GIORGIO FURIAN'S
COLNAGO CARBITUBO

hen we think of
Italian racing
hikes, we tend
to conjure up
images of old.
wotld tradiion — venerable pan-
ulacturers, many of them foemer
racers, wrning out hand-made
steel frames with exquisite Tug
work, stylish paint jobs and an
aurx of romance that trandoms
twbes and solder into works of an
So it comes as somewhat of a sur-
prise that the mast technically fas-
cinating road bike in our pro-bike
seties hails from none other than
[raly’s Emesto Colnago. one of the
oklest amd mast renowned names
in cvcling.
With its double down tubes
and srzight-blade “Precisa”™ steel
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fork, Giorgio Furlan’s Colnago
Carbitubo is about as novel a rac-
ing bike as you're likely to find —
on oroff-road — but its radical
design has proved iself worthy
enough to make this carbon fiber
machine the bike of choice for
Furlan's Anostea team arxl the Clas
team of Spain. Furlan certainly pot
his Carbitubo to good use in 1992,
winning the Tour of Switzerdand
and Fléche Wallone, while Clas’
Ton Rominger won the Tour of
Lombardy and rose 1o second in
the FICP points standings on a sim-
ilar machine

M':L‘h of the Carbitubo’s ad-
vanced technology origi-
nated from work on the wild-dook-
ing Colnago *C35%" monocoque

Tech talk:

Bill Farrell,
technical
consultant:
At S00ng
the focks and
thinking about
thoir design,
s obvicus to
me that a
straight blade
fork can
provide any
desiced rake.
In fact,
manufacturing
and algning a

straight-blade
fork appears to
bo catic and

MO precse.”

carbon fiber project bike devel-
oped in 1987 by the Extory in col-
bbormtion with engincers from the
Iependary Ferran automolxle com-
pany. The straight-blade fork
made its debut on the €35, and
within 2 vear the Carsbitebo, whase
nine carbon fiber whes are sup-
plicd by an outside manufacturer
and assembled by Colnago, was
bom

According to Colnago, the sright.
hlade fork was tested ar Milan
Polytecnic’s Department of Acro-
space Engineering to exploce con-
cerns that its design would be
excessively stiff and therefore
teansmit too much vibeation to a
nder’s arms, The results, Colnago
says, showved that the straight fork
was no stiffer than 2 traditional
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Specifications:

Tubesel: Carban tbee
Seal tube: S5cm(ctol)
Top tube: 54.5¢cm
Chalnstay: 0.7
Wheelbase: 839

Fork rake: £.5

Boltom bracket: Simano
Dura-Ace

Cranksel: Durg-Ace 53xd1
170mm

Pedals: Dura-Ace 4
Hubs: Dura-Ace (32 front and
fear)

Seatpost: Dura-Ace

one and that its design actually
helped ¢liminate resonance from
vibrations caused by rough road
surfaces

ur cugiosity piqued, we
O.t:\kcti Frame Alignment
System developer and Fit Kit
inventor Bill Farrell for his views
om the fork. Farrell, who had been
intrigued by the design while
attending the Monteeal Weodld Cup
race, replied: *1used to think that
the curve in fork blades was aec-
cssary to provide the offset, or
rake, and absorb shock. But after
seeing the forks and thinking
about their desgn, iUs olwious o
me that 2 sright-blade fork can
provide any desired rake. In fact,
manufacturing and aligning 2
straight-blade fork appears 1o be
caster and more peecise than fora
fork with curved blades, As far as
shock absorpeion goes — that cin
Ixe engineered inzo the fork blade
muaterial and wall thickness. The
bottom line is that, if the forks
didnt absorb shock adequately,
none of the pros would use them”
The Carbiubo’s double down.
twhe design, Colnago says, was
prompted by a desire to eliminate
hzeral flex andd improve ride sta-
bility and streagth. and we've
noticed in recent years that when
teams have been supplied with
Carbitubos and steel-framed
Colnagos, the former is generally

used for hilly rces, where stiffiness
and light weight are paramount
consideralzons.

Furlan's bike was mostly equipped
with Shimano components, ani
while it was not sumprising to see
the bike outfitted with down-tube
shifters instead of the heavier STI
levers for the hilly Montreal race.
we did wonder about the ¢hoxe
of father heavy wheels, with 32-
spoke Ambrosio Nemesis Durex
fims (425 gr.) front and rear. Of
course, European pros geaerally
choose durability over lightress
when #t comes 1o equipment. so
pethaps the rough city streets
making up the circuit dictated this
selection.

he dimensions of Furlan's

Colnago reflect the ltaliin rid-
er'scompact build (soery, we were
unable to get his measurements)
angd the typically shorter top tebes
(54.5 ¢m for a %6 cm ¢-to-t frame)
favored by [talian manufacturers.
Sethack measured 4.7 ¢, The
rake of that unusual looking
straightiblade fork, by the way,
was 4.5 ¢m. Furdan uses 170mm
cranks
Tradition is often what you make
of it, and while the Carbitubo may
not conform to our musings aboa
[ealian frame building, it has estab-
lished 2 tradition of its own — that
of winning faces. 0

ca the pro drcil.

How close can you come?

Colnago Carbitubo framesets (with Procisa fork) are
availabie for a suggesied price of $2,600, acoxeding to
a spokesman at distribuior Tedsen. Inc. The frames can
be had in Ariostea, Clas or Word Parfoct teamn colors as
woll as other colors. Mace information: Todsen, Ine., 14
Cennee Lane, Deer Park, N.Y, 11729, 1-800-524-2764.
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